Adam
Johnson, 25,
had a
mentor for
about six

: years
through Big
Brothers Big
Sisters of
the Inland
Northwest.
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Volunteers, funds needed
for work with at-risk kids
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When Adam Johnson was
10, he was building a plane in
his mother’s Coeur d’Alene
backyard, The plane featured

- lawn mower wheels, a cockpit

made out of a sink and various
boards used as wings. It never
made it off the ground, but
that didn’t matter much,

“As a kid T had big dreams,
and when I got a Big Brother
I could always talk to him
about them,” said Johnson,
who'’s now 25, and the CEO
and president of Convertec, a
Coeur d’Alene-based
independent
telecommunications company.

Johnson’s Big Brother was
Don Andrews, who had a real
plane and often took his Little
Brother flying.

“And I was like, wow, that’s
huge,” Johnson said. “But the
best was that I never heard a

- Mentors make a ‘Big’ impact

discouraging word from Don.”

January is national
mentoring month and Big
Brothers Big Sisters of the
Inland Northwest is hoping
that will bring in some more
volunteers and desperately
needed funding,

“We are sending out a call
to action,” said Melissa Perea,
fundraising events coordinator
for Big Brothers Big Sisters.

In a letter sent to volunteers -
and friends of Big Brothers Big
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